
HIGHLIGHTS 
INDIANA PUBLIC DEFENDER COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
 

DATE OF MEETING:  December 12, 2007 
 

1) Approval of Minutes from 9/26/07 Meeting 
Approved as written. 
 

2) Annual Report FY 06-07 
Approved as written.  New Chairman will compose cover memorandum, and report 
will be distributed. 
 

3) Task Force to Study Indigent Defense in Indiana 
Anticipating a response from Chief Justice Shepard. 

 
4) Financial Status of Public Defense Fund  

After the January 1st distribution of $7.2 million, the claims will be paid in full.  No  
prorating.  Due to State Auditor installing new computer system, checks will not be  
transferred to counties until end of January or first of February 2008. 

 
5) State Funding – Larry Landis 

Mr. Landis reported on the efforts of the Public Defender Council regarding a 
possible state defender system, and alternatives, such as the state funding the Chief 
Public Defender’s salaries. 
 

6) Requests for 50% Reimbursement in Capital Cases 
All claims were approved for payment. 

a. State v. Simon Rios 
Upon certification by the Allen County Chief Public Defender that 
lead and co-counsel complied with Criminal Rule 24, the approved 
claims in this case will be paid.  Commission forgave the county’s 
non-compliance with the 120-day rule this time. 

 
7) Requests for 40% Reimbursement in Non-Capital Cases 

All claims were approved for payment.  Claims will be paid at the full 40%. 
 

a. Amended 2nd Quarter Reimbursement 
Report on refund by Marion County and 2nd distribution to all other 
program counties. 

b. Updated Summary of Response to 90-Day Notice 
Improvement in compliance with standards will begin to show in 
2008 after counties are into their new budget year. 
 
 



c. Rush County Non-Compliance 
Full cooperation was received from Rush County and a plan put into 
place to improve their compliance to Standard J. 

d. Whitley County Non-compliance 
By virtue of the lack of response to the 90-Day letter to Whitley 
County concerning non-compliance with Standard J, it appears that 
Whitley County wishes to be removed from the program and funds 
cut-off at the end of the fiscal year, June 30, 2008. 

e. Grant County 
Full cooperation was received from Grant County and future 
meetings with the Grant County Commissioners and Council are 
planned. 

f. Appeals 
The Public Defender Council and Public Defender Commission will 
be working in concert to determine the number of sentencing 
appeals vs. trial appeals handled by each county and the possible 
weight to assign these cases. 

 
8) Policy Matters: 

 
a. Supplemental Public Defense Funds 

Staff Counsel presented the research findings of supplemental public  
defense service funds in all 92 counties. 

b. Standard H - $60 Hourly Rate for Assigned Counsel 
Staff Counsel presented the research findings of the hourly rate paid 
for public defense counsel in all 92 counties.  No changes in 
Standard H are proposed at this time. 

 
9) Election of Chairman 

Commission member, Mark Rutherford has been elected Chairman of 
the Indiana Public Defender Commission 

 
 


